
Petitions that the JPIC Office has signed in 2009 
 
Names of Petition:  Action or Sent to:  Updates on Petition: 
Spring 2009 
G20 Summit in 
London-Senate 
Budget Committee 
Kent Conrad wants 
to cut 4 billion from 
the President’s 
International Affairs 
Budget. 

Via on-line @ 
The ONE 
Campaign 
and made 
calls 

Urging and thanking President Obama for providing leadership at the G20 and also 
calling Senators Durbin and Burris to restore, include and appreciation for the poorest 
nations in their solutions to the financial crisis. On April 1st  they have made victory 
towards this advocacy, visit the ONE blog 
http://www.one.org/blog/2009/04/01/victory/?id=892-2026411-iDTENmx&t=2 and read 
their statement.  

FY2010 Budget 
Resolution 

Via on-line   On April 2nd, both US House of Rep & Senate passed their FY 2010 Budget 
Resolution. After the spring recess the two chambers will meet of discuss the 
difference between the two bills. The budget was passed. 

House Sends 
Landmark National 
Service Bill to 
President 

 

Via on-line March 31st, 75 years to the day after President Roosevelt signed the Civilian 
Conservation Corps into law, the House of Representatives today sent President 
Obama a sweeping expansion of national service that will engage millions of 
Americans in meeting national needs and solving local problems through volunteer 
service. The House voted 275-149 to accept the Senate amendments to H.R. 1388, 
the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act. The Senate passed the bill in a 79-19 
vote and renamed the legislation after Senator Kennedy, a longtime champion of 
national service. House sends Landmark National Service Bill to President. This bill 
has been signed into law. 

Mountain Top 
Removal, Global 
Warming & 
Volunteerism 

Via on-line @ 
Care2 petition 
website 

US Environmental Protection Agency Objects to 5 Mountaintop Mining Projects, US 
Senate and House Pass the Serve America Act and the EPA Presses Obama to 
Regulate Global Warming Under the Clean Air Act. Thanking all who petitioned on 
these issues and others. To start your own petition visit http://www.thepetitionsite.com/ 
. 

80,000 Acres of 
Wetlands Lost  
Every Year 

Via on-line @ 
Care2 petition 
website 

Four hundred years ago, in the area that would later become the lower 48 United 
States, there were approximately 220 million acres of wetlands. Today, there is less 
than half that amount remaining. In fact, we lose 80,000 acres of wetlands a year. 
Wetlands serve many functions. They replenish and clean water, provide needed rest 
places for migratory birds and help reduce the risk of floods. Wetlands also provide 
opportunities to get away from our cities and get in touch with the natural world. We 
must keep our remaining wetlands safe, and can't afford to lose more acres to human 
development. So help protect our Wetlands visit  
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/573485811?z00m=19755955  

Thanking President 
Obama for Strong-
Palestinian Peace 
Statements 

Via on-line @ 
Churches for 
Middle East 
Peace 

In a major visit to Turkey aimed at reaching out to the Muslim world, President Obama 
stated unequivocal U.S. support for the two-state solution and called for Israeli and 
Palestinian accountability.  To thank the President for his strong support for two states 
and for making clear that both Israel and the Palestinians have responsibilities in the 
pursuit of peace, visit  
http://action.cmep.org/t/4317/campaign.jsp?campaign_KEY=1374  

Catholics confront 
Global Poverty 

Via on-line @ 
CRS 

Thanking all for supporting a strong International affairs budget, you can also to thank 
your Senators, to do so visit  
https://secure.crs.org/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage 
&page=UserAction&id=532&autologin=true&AddInterest= 
1101&JServSessionIdr009=rct5g7py81.app46b . A Victory for Haiti, Another Victory-
this time for Liberia.  

Health Action AIDS 
Campaign 

Via on-line at 
Physicians for 
Human 
Rights 

After collecting thousands of petitions and postcards from across the country, PHR 
delivered your signatures asking President Obama and Congress to “Stop AIDS Now!” 
and support the development of health systems that promote, protect and fulfill human 
rights. Other campaign updates can be found @ http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/  

A Victory for Haiti Via on-line 
from 
JubileeUSA 

JubileeUSA sent a victory for Haiti email to all who petitioned for dropping the Haiti’s 
debt. The Obama Administration recently pledged $20million to cover Haiti’s remaining 
debt to the World Bank and Inter American Development Bank. Thanks and 
appreciation also goes to Rep. Maxine Waters and Rep. Spencer Bachus and more 
than 70 other Members of Congress, US Treasure Dept, State Dept for all their 
support. To view a press statement click link 
http://www.jubileeusa.org/press/press-item/article/jubilee-usa- 
welcomes-obama-administration-pledge-to-relieve-haitis-
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debt.html?tx_ttnews[backPid]=170&cHash=122a5b723d  
You can also visit http://www.jubileeusa.org/ for more information on this victory and 
more. 

Another Victory-
This time for 
Liberia 

Via on-line 
from 
JubileeUSA 

This just in: Liberia has reached an agreement with its commercial creditors (including 
some potential "vulture funds") to eliminate $1.2 billion of its illegitimate commercial 
debt! Liberia was able to negotiate a deal to pay its creditors only 3 cents for every 
dollar "owed."  And this payment will actually be covered by donors, including the 
World Bank and the US government, who have given Liberia a $38 million dollar grant 
to pay off its commercial creditors. To view a press statement click link  
http://www.jubileeusa.org/press/press-item/article/victory-for- 
liberia-as-it-eliminates-12-billion-in-commercial-debt.html?tx 
_ttnews[backPid]=170&cHash=d94486f83b . You can also visit 
http://www.jubileeusa.org/ for more information on this victory and more. 

Earth Day: 
Disclose the source 
of the water used 
for bottling Dasani 
water on the label. 

Via on-line  The Coca-cola Company sells and distributes mineral, spring and processed water in 
the United States. For a complete understanding of how this process is done visit  
http://www.thecoca-colacompany.com/flash/csr/dasani/index.html. 

Physicians for 
Human Rights- 
Campaign Against 
Torture 

Via on-line Action to support the establishment of a commission to investigate US torture. See 
more on the Campaign Against Torture and other work visit 
http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/  

Coalition for 
Human Needs 

Via on-line Your continued support is need to protect and strengthen human needs program. For 
more information visit http://www.chn.org/ Update: You've heard a lot from us about 
the importance of the budget.  Thanks to you and to thousands of people who 
understood the importance of the new direction the budget charts - and who called, 
wrote, and acted to make sure that elected officials knew how much the budget's goals 
matter to their constituents. Congress approved the FY2010 Budget Resolution for 
more information on both the house and the senate visit 
http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/NetCommunity/Document.Doc?id=1601  

Nuclear Weapons-
Free World 

Via on-line to 
President 
Obama, 
Senators 
Durbin & 
Burris 

Send a letter to President Obama regarding his speech in Prague on nuclear policy 
signals an import shift in US nuclear weapons posture, reducing the role they play in 
our security strategy. For more information on this visit http://www.wagingpeace.org/   

National Women’s 
Law Center 

Via on-line Urging the members of Congress to Vote YES on a progressive budget that would 
make investments critical to women and their families and to our nation’s long-term 
economic growth. To advocate on this visit 
https://secure2.convio.net/nwlc/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=341 

Defenders of 
Wildlife-on 
Vulnerable wildlife 
and Global 
Warming 

Via on-line Taking action to protect our wildlife-polar bears, wolves and other vulnerable wildlife. 
Scientists warn that global warming could threaten one-third of the world’s known 
species with extinction. That’s why Animal Planet’s Jeff Corwin has joined with 
Defenders of Wildlife to help pass comprehensive global warming legislation that 
includes dedicated policies and funding to help wildlife survive in a changing climate. 
To keep taking action on both of these issues visit http://www.defenders.org/  

Rebuild Gaza and 
Establish True 
Peace in the 
Region 

Via on-line @ 
care2 petition 

There is relative peace in Gaza in the aftermath of Israel's war with Hamas earlier this 
year. With thousands of homes destroyed, people there have a new concern: 
rebuilding, but they still need our help, so to help visit  
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/454489071?z00m=19758169 

Don’t keep the 
Nuns waiting 

Via on-line Supporting of the Sisters of Mercy and IL Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights, 
who have been seeking access to the Broadview Detention Center to provide pastoral 
care to the detainees there. For more information on this situation visit together with 
President’s Obama’s 100 days visit  http://icirr.org/en/one-nation-one-dream/nuns-and-
allies-confront-ice-100th-day-obama-administration/3746    

Sierra Club: Help 
stop Global 
Warming 

Via on-line We need a clean energy economy to tackle global warming and create green jobs and 
we need it now. To find out more about this action visit 
http://www.sierraclub.org/ 

Get Insecticide-
Treated Mosquito 
Nets into the 
Hands of Families 
that need them 

Via on-line This is a very important issue, it takes 30 seconds just to sign the petition, but you can 
truly make a difference, visit  
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/733936639?z00m=19757101  

http://www.jubileeusa.org/press/press-item/article/jubilee-usa-%0Bwelcomes-obama-administration-pledge-to-relieve-haitis-debt.html?tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=170&cHash=122a5b723d
http://www.jubileeusa.org/
http://www.jubileeusa.org/press/press-item/article/victory-for-%0Bliberia-as-it-eliminates-12-billion-in-commercial-debt.html?tx%0B_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=170&cHash=d94486f83b
http://www.jubileeusa.org/press/press-item/article/victory-for-%0Bliberia-as-it-eliminates-12-billion-in-commercial-debt.html?tx%0B_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=170&cHash=d94486f83b
http://www.jubileeusa.org/press/press-item/article/victory-for-%0Bliberia-as-it-eliminates-12-billion-in-commercial-debt.html?tx%0B_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=170&cHash=d94486f83b
http://www.jubileeusa.org/
http://www.thecoca-colacompany.com/flash/csr/dasani/index.html
http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/
http://www.chn.org/
http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/NetCommunity/Document.Doc?id=1601
http://www.wagingpeace.org/
https://secure2.convio.net/nwlc/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=341
http://www.defenders.org/
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/454489071?z00m=19758169
http://icirr.org/en/one-nation-one-dream/nuns-and-allies-confront-ice-100th-day-obama-administration/3746
http://icirr.org/en/one-nation-one-dream/nuns-and-allies-confront-ice-100th-day-obama-administration/3746
http://www.sierraclub.org/
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/733936639?z00m=19757101


National Women’s 
Law Center 

Via on-line to 
Senators 
Durbin & 
Burris 

Urging our Senators to co-sponsor the Paycheck Fairness Act (S.182). The Act has 
passed in the House of as of April 28, and is now pending in the Senate; this aims to 
strengthen current laws against wage discrimination and require the federal 
government to be more proactive in preventing and battling wage discrimination. 
Please take a moment to visit the website to take action 
https://secure2.convio.net/nwlc/site/Advocacy?cmd= 
display&page=UserAction&id=295  

Protect the Arctic 
Refuge 

Via on-line Urge Congress to permanently protect the Arctic Refuge: The Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge is home to caribou, snow fox and millions of migratory birds. It is also the 
most important onshore denning habitat for America's vanishing polar bears. 
But this natural treasure is constantly under siege. Time and time again, the oil 
industry and their allies in Congress have sought to open this special place to harmful 
new drilling, threatening all of the wildlife that depend on it for survival. 
Please take a moment to visit the website to take action  
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/567728305?z00m=14099068  

Accountability on 
Torture 

Via on-line @ 
Center tor 
victims of 
torture 

Please urge Attorney General Eric Holder to fully investigate and appoint a special 
prosecutor to investigate the Bush Administration and those responsible for their 
Bush-era torture program. To advocate on this issue visit 
http://pol.moveon.org/notorture/index.html?rc=homepage and also  
http://ga3.org/campaign/CVT_Call_for_an_Investigation/x5w3e7w2yj6e5xj7? 

Catholic Relief 
Services 

Via on-line Catholic Confront Global Poverty in support of out sisters and brothers globally. Visit 
http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/globalpoverty/ website for ideas to pray, learn and share 
about global poverty. Visit CRS Action Center http://www.crs.org/ for other current 
actions alerts that will make a difference in the lives of our sisters and brothers. 

Union of 
Concerned 
Scientists 

Via on-line Took action by writing to Secretary Ken Salazar and Secretary Gary Locke about the 
scientific foundation of the Endangered Species Act; together we can continue 
pressing for the government policies, corporate practices and consumer choices that 
make a vital difference in our lives and for generations to come. To advocate visit 
http://www.ucsusa.org/action/alerts/  

IMF-International 
Monetary Fund-
Essential funding to 
help developing 
countries weather 
the economic 
downtown. 

Via on-line IMF-Managing Director Dominique Strauss-Kahn has a chance to give developing 
countries the funding they need to weather the recession. But we need to generate 
public pressure for him to give this funding the right way: without creating debt, and 
with no strings attached. You can also advocate visit 
http://www.one.org/us/imfgold/?rc=imfgoldtaf  

National Wildlife 
Federation 

Via on-line Speaking up for the Wildlife: Urging US Interior Secretary Salazar to restore scientific 
integrity to the Endangered Species Act. With global warming as the single greatest 
threat to wildlife, we need to make sure we keep animals like polar bears from the 
brink of extinction. To find out more ways you can speak up for wildlife, please visit 
NWF’s action headquarters http://www.nwf.org/  

Global Food 
Security Act 

Via on-line More than 963 million people in the world do not have enough to eat -- 907 million 
people in developing countries alone are hungry. That's why CARE is excited and 
inspired by President Obama's call for Congress to double U.S. support for food 
security programs. As he said, programs like these "are not charity. They are 
investments in future markets and future drivers of world economic growth." Now is the 
time to speak up for the world's poor by supporting the president's plan -- let your 
senators know today that you support this kind of smart development. Visit  
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/998907032  

Thanking President 
Obama for 
Engaging 
Venezuela and 
Cub 

Via on-line Recently President Obama made historic steps to improve US diplomatic relations 
with Cuba & Venezuela. You can support President Obama by asking members of 
Congress to support legislation to lift the ban on Americas traveling to Cuba, visit  
http://capwiz.com/justforeignpolicy/issues/alert/?alertid=13182891  

This Mother’s Day 
Help Stop Poverty  

Via on-line Young mothers from Indonesia, sell dry goods for many years. They struggled to feed 
their children with meager earnings. Since finding microfinance. With a $100 loan they 
bought more cakes and goods to sell. Their incomes went up. Mothers can take 
additional loans and increased earnings even more. They can pay for food, education, 
and health care for their family. To sign this petition visit  
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/755020810  
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Urgent- Contact 
Congress Now, 
Support Hate 
Crimes Prevention 
Act, HR 1913! 

 

Via on-line Washington, D.C. | April 28, 2009 | The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) is calling on your support now to help put an end to hate crimes in our nation!  
Please contact your member of Congress today and encourage them to support the 
Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act (LLEHCPA) (HR 1913).  This Act 
would eliminate the limitations on federal involvement to investigate and prosecute 
hate crimes.  Contact your member of Congress now and let them know that you 
would like to see them support the Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention 
Act- HR 1913. To Act Now visit http://capwiz.com/adc/issues/alert/?alertid=13232571 : 
Just to update you on this advocacy, legislation pass in the House and it’s onto the 
Senate as S. 909. Visit http://capwiz.com/adc/issues/alert/?alertid=13250946 to tell 
your Senators to support this Act. 

Help Prevent A 
Future Foreclosure 
Crisis, Support 
H.R. 1479 

Via on-line Please support the CRA Modernization Act, H.R. 1479, which expands CRA to cover 
all institutions making mortgages, expands the types of activities that are examined 
and penalizes companies during evaluations for predatory lending. By requiring banks 
to lend, invest and provide services in communities where they take deposits, the 
Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) has, since 1977, helped infuse more than $4.5 
trillion in loans and investments into minority and lower income neighborhoods. CRA 
will help us recover from the current foreclosure crisis since this law requires banks to 
meet the credit needs of all communities consistent with safety and soundness, to 
advocate visit http://www.housingactionil.org/  

Tell Congress No 
More Unfair Trade-
Pact Handouts for 
Bailed Out Banks 
 

Via on-line As millions of Americans are upset at bank bailouts and bailout fraud, some 
administration officials are pushing to give more unfair trade-pact handouts to bailed-
out banks as "expeditiously as possible." Remind them of President Obama's 
commitments to renegotiate NAFTA, create a new American trade model that actually 
benefits us and close the tax loopholes that promote job off shoring, go to  
http://action.citizen.org/t/1153/campaign.jsp?campaign_KEY=27129&track=dia043009 

Contact President 
Obama and urging 
him to ensure that 
his agencies stop 
mountaintop 
removal 
immediately. 

Via on-line Mountaintop removal mining is drastically altering the natural resources and heritage 
of this important region of the country, permanently destroying forests, mountains, and 
polluting streams in communities across the region. Residents of the surrounding 
communities are threatened by rock slides, catastrophic floods, and poisoned water 
supplies, constant blasting, destroyed property, and lost culture. So you can advocate 
by visiting and http://action.earthjustice.org/campaign/mtr_0409/forward  

Tell President 
Obama we won't 
take no for an 
answer on Torture 

Via on-line Thank you for telling your friends and family about our fight to set up an independent, 
nonpartisan inquiry on our past use of torture. It's the conviction and tenacity of people 
like you that has made our recent victories against torture possible, and together we 
can ensure that we end this horrific practice for good. To act and read more 
information visit http://action.humanrightsfirst.org/campaign/LS_tort_past  

Health Care 
Debate & Rural 
America 

Via on-line White House officials hosted a roundtable recently in Washington on rural America 
and health care reform. There is a growing awareness that rural Americans support 
health care reform and that reform must address the health care challenges faced by 
small business owners, family farmers and ranchers and rural people.  To show your 
support as the new administration debates this very important issue you can stand up 
for health care reform that works for everyone. This link  
http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/2715/t/3528/petition.jsp?petition_KEY=1416  
will share your signatures and your comments with the Obama administration in the 
coming months, so sign today.  

Urge members of 
the Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee to help 
suffering people 
and improve the 
lives of millions 
worldwide as they 
consider the FY’09 
appropriations bill 

Via on-line WHY IS THE FY2009 SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS BILL IMPORTANT? The 
FY2009 Supplemental Appropriations bill primarily funds the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, but it also contains emergency funding to help people affected by war, 
natural disasters, hunger, and disease. The United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) and Catholic Relief Services (CRS) ask that the FY2009 
Supplemental Appropriations bill include funding to meet the following critical 
humanitarian needs: do so visit www.crs.org  

Coalition on 
Human Needs-
Protecting Low-
Income People 
While Protecting 
the Planet from 

Via on-line One of the President’s major priorities is to curb global warming by limiting the 
greenhouse gas emissions produced by the use of fossil fuels like coal and gas.  That 
means limiting the use of these forms of energy, and until alternative sources of power 
are plentiful, costs of energy will rise. Low- and moderate-income people will be hit 
hard by increasing energy costs.  The food they buy will cost more because of rising 
farm and transportation expenses.  Gasoline and home heating costs will go up; in 
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Climate Change.  fact, almost every product will be affected by escalating energy costs.  Advocates 
believe that an essential element of climate change legislation needs to be that it 
generates revenue used in part to fully protect vulnerable people from these costs. To 
read more and advocate visit http://www.chn.org/humanneeds/090511c.html  

ONE and The 
Global Campaign 
for Education  

Via on-line The Big Read, a storybook promoting literacy and education worldwide, to President 
Obama on June 16 -- along with our request that he fulfill his campaign promise of 
contributing $2 billion to a Global Fund for Education. Add your name to the Big Read 
book to show your support for a good quality, free education for every child. Please 
join us by adding your name to the book, as well @ 
http://www.one.org/us/bigreadpetition/  

Tell EPA to Protect 
Endangered 
Salmon from Toxic 
Pesticides 

 

Via on-line Last October, Earthjustice lawyers finally succeeded in their decade-long push to 
make federal scientists start issuing protections for salmon and steelhead in the 
Pacific Northwest and California from deadly pesticides. But, today—nearly 6 months 
later—the Environmental Protection Agency has yet to take even the first step towards 
implementing those protections. Join with us and tell EPA to stop foot dragging visit 
http://action.earthjustice.org/campaign/pesticides_0509?qp_source=homepage  

Ask your Senators 
to vote for the 
Clean Water 
Restoration Act. 

Via on-line The 1972 Clean Water Act was a historic moment for water and wildlife 
conservationists alike. More than 35 years later, it's time for Congress to renew its 
commitment to protecting our wetlands, waterways and our clean water access for 
generations to come. To do so visit National Wildlife Federation @ http://www.nwf.org/  
or at ECO-Justice Programs website 
http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1845/t/1242/campaign.jsp 
?campaign_KEY=27227   

Sierra Club-Illinois 
Chapter 

Via on-line Urge the General Assembly that any capital budget should focus on green 
infrastructure, to read more and advocate visit 
https://secure2.convio.net/sierra/site/Advocacy?pagename 
=homepage&page=UserAction&id=2107  

Immigration 
Reform 
 

Via on-line On April 30, the Senate held the first in a series of hearings on immigration reform. 
During the hearing, lawmakers discussed several issues of contention for immigration 
overhaul including legalization of undocumented immigrants already present in the 
U.S., border security, an employer verification system, and terms of a guest worker 
program. To read more about this visit 
http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/NetCommunity/Document.Doc?id=1639  

Union of 
Concerned 
Scientist Action 
Network 

Via on-line Urge the nuclear agency to better protect stores nuclear waste: You can write the 
NRC-Nuclear Regulatory Commission by Monday May 18- and urge them to make 
these changes: you can visit https://secure3.convio.net/ucs/site/Advocacy?pagename 
=homepage&page=UserAction&id=1999&autologin=true& 
JServSessionIdr010=obe85fhv56.app303b 

United Farm 
Workers 

Via on-line The AgJOBS- The Agricultural Job Opportunities, Benefits and Security Act (S. 1038); 
was recently reintroduced in Congress. AgJOBS represents a critical opportunity for 
farm workers and their employers to finally address this crisis. It's a compromise that 
will provide America with a stable farm labor force, help ensure that farm workers are 
treated fairly, and finally give the men and women who pick our food the opportunity to 
come out of the shadows and earn legal status and fair wages in safe conditions. To 
show your support visit 
http://www.ufwaction.org/campaign/agjobs509/bb5eew4a7xx737x  
We have some fantastic news today: Alderman Farms and Lady Moon Farms, 
two of Florida's largest organic growers, have agreed to pass the penny-per-
pound wage increase onto farmworkers!!  Whole Foods Market confirmed today 
that Alderman Farms and Lady Moon Farms have reached agreements with 
Whole Foods to support the CIW's penny-per-pound program and meet strict 
labor standards. This step forward by Alderman Farms and Lady Moon Farms 
effectively breaks the stalemate established nearly two seasons ago when the 
Florida Tomato Growers Exchange (FTGE) threatened to fine any of its members 
that sold tomatoes under the terms of the CIW agreements. To read the entire 
press release go to http://thepacker.com/Two-Florida-growers-join-Whole-Foods-support-of-
Immokalee-labor-coalition/Article.aspx?articleid=367062&authorid=683&categoryid= 
211&feedid=215&src=recent  

IMF Reform- no 
"blank check" for 
the IMF 

Called 
Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi 

During the week of May 18, the House and Senate leaders are meeting in a 
conference committee to work out the differences between the House and Senate 
versions of the wartime supplemental appropriations bill.  To read more details on this 
reform visit http://www.jubileeusa.org/. Significant reform of the IMF's policies in poor 
countries must be part of any agreement! There should be no "blank check" for the 
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IMF. Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi is a critical voice in the conference 
process and can help ensure there are strong reforms on IMF policies in poor 
countries. CALL Speaker Pelosi today AND ASK HER TO BE A LEADER ON IMF 
REFORM! Call her Washington office at (202) 225-0100), or you can call your 
Senators.  

Concerns with 
detainee treatment 
and Interrogation. 

Via on-line to 
Senator Dick 
Durbin 

An independent commission to examine U.S. policies regarding detainee treatment 
and interrogation. The Senate Intelligence Committee is currently conducting a 
thorough investigation of the detainee issue. The Senate Intelligence Committee 
published a declassified narrative of the Justice Department's legal opinions on the 
CIA Detention and Interrogation Program. President Obama also released previously 
classified Bush-era Justice Department memos that authorized water boarding and 
other abusive interrogation techniques. This narrative can be viewed by visiting the 
committee's website at http://intelligence.senate.gov/pdfs/olcopinion.pdf.  

Immigration reform Via on-line to 
Senator 
Burris 

America is a proud nation of immigrants. Nevertheless, failing to know the identities 
and whereabouts of millions of foreign nationals within our borders represents an 
enormous gap in U.S. intelligence. One example is an expansion of the E-Verify 
program, which aims to assist employers in identifying undocumented workers. 
Another program, the Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors Act, also 
known as the DREAM Act, would provide citizenship to undocumented teens who 
have proven to be contributing members of society. These measures are steps 
towards achieving the final goal of comprehensive yet responsible immigration reform. 
For more information and updates on this issue visit 
http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/  

Coalition on 
Human Needs on 
Juvenile Justice & 
Delinquency 
Prevention Act! 

Via on-line Support of S. 678, the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) 
Reauthorization Bill. The Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act is a major 
vehicle for juvenile justice reform at the federal level. The JJDPA was first passed in 
1974 and most recently reauthorized in 2002. It provides grants to states to assist with 
juvenile crime prevention and intervention programs. In order to be eligible for these 
grants, states must comply with the four core protections to ensure that status 
offenders are not detained, to remove children from placement in adult jails except in 
limited circumstances, and in those limited circumstances to ensure sight and sound 
separation from adults, and to reduce the over-representation of youth of color in the 
justice system. Here is the link to the state & local organizational sign-on letter: 
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/documents/S.678SignOnLetter_000.doc  

Clean Cars for 
Everyone 

Via on-line On May 19th President Obama announced a huge piece of his Big Picture plan to fight 
climate change, the first national automobile standards for global warming emissions, 
which will dramatically reduce global warming pollution from our vehicles, slash our 
dependence on oil and make us more energy independent.  I just thanked him for this 
historic action @ http://action.sierraclub.org/bigpicture_cleancars 

Six days to Free 
Aung San Suu Kyi 

Via on-line On May 14th, Aung San Suu Kyi was arrested and sent to jail, charged in connection 
with an American man who allegedly sneaked uninvited into the compound where she 
is being held in Yangon. The charges are absurd -- it is the Burmese military, now 
accusing her of breach of house arrest, that are responsible for the security of the 
compound. We have just six days to get a flood of petition signatures to UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki Moon calling on him to make their release a top priority -- he can make 
this a condition of any renewed international engagement. 
Burmese activists will present the global petition to the media on May 26th: 
http://www.avaaz.org/en/free_aung_san_suu_kyi 

Global Warming Via on-line @ 
the 
Wilderness 
Society 

The first ever comprehensive energy and climate bill to be considered by the House of 
Representatives begins moving through Congress this week. This legislation, The 
American Clean Energy and Security Act (H.R. 2454) will require polluters to pay for 
the costs of dumping harmful carbon pollution into the air, and will jumpstart clean 
energy development, protecting businesses and creating jobs across the country. 
Tell Congress and your representative you want action in global warming visit 
http://action.wilderness.org/campaign/gwarm_markup/xn8d8bi4r7w78kwm?  

Travel between the 
US and Cuba 

Via on-line to 
Rep. Peter  
Roskam 

Supporting lifting restrictions on travel by Americans to Cuba we urge you to support 
H.R.874, the Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act. Please co-sponsor this important 
legislation, visit http://capwiz.com/justforeignpolicy/issues/alert/?alertid=13182961  
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